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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

 
 

Grant applications continued to arrive at a normal pace - 60 during the year, of which 33 were 

successful. Once again Covid lockdowns and restrictions meant that the office worked remotely for 

long periods, and Trustee meetings were mostly on Zoom. 

 

Publications from previous grants managed to be completed and launched. We noted a very high 

standard in these locally printed books and catalogues, and hope that efforts will be rewarded by 

good sales. 

 

These included: 

• National Gallery of Australia – Printed images by Australian artists 1942-2020 

• Art Gallery of South Australia – Dušan and Voitre Marek: Surrealists at Sea  

• Art Gallery of New South Wales – The Exhibitionists: A history of Sydney’s Art Gallery of New 

South Wales 

 

We were delighted to be approached by the University of Virginia (UVA) to assist with the 

publication Irrititja Kuwarri Tjungu | Past and Present Together: Fifty Years of Papunya Tula Artists.  

 

The Kluge-Ruhe Aboriginal Art Collection is regarded as the finest outside Australia. The catalogue 

is accompanying two exhibitions at UVA and finally an exhibition at the Australian Embassy, 

Washington. The catalogue has already received rave reviews. 

 

Our popular Darling Travel Grants will resume when we feel able to encourage recipients to travel 

safely – we hope that will be later this year. Since the Darling Travel Grants were initiated in 2000, 

291 Domestic and 139 Global have been awarded. 

 

As always, the Trustees recognise the hard work of our very small office team – Sherrie Antonio, 

Alister Shew and our part time accountant Seona Nielsen. 

 

We all hope for better times ahead. 

 

 
Marilyn Darling AC 

Chair  



 

The Board of Trustees 

 

 

 
 

Photo from June 2021 – the only “live” meeting of the year 

 

Philip Bacon AO, Fiona Menzies, Gerard Vaughan AM, Marilyn Darling AC (Chair),  

Ron Radford AM, Alison Crook AO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FINANCIAL 

LDAssurance Pty Ltd carried out the audit of the Foundation’s 2021 accounts in January 2022. 

  



 

THE YEAR IN REVIEW 
 

In spite of the year’s continuing disruptions, the Foundation’s funding rounds proceeded as 

scheduled, with 33 general grants being awarded.  

 

 

Catalogue and Publication Grants 

 

While pandemic lockdowns have seen increased attention paid by public galleries to the 

development of online programs and digitisation, requests for support towards the publication of 

catalogues and other books have continued to feature strongly in our grant rounds. Accordingly, 

and with professional development initiatives such as travel grants and conferences largely on hold 

over the past year, we are focusing in this Annual Report on some of the many significant books 

published in 2021 with Foundation support. 

 

Kluge-Ruhe Aboriginal Art Collection of the University of Virginia, USA  

Irrititja Kuwarri Tjungu | Past and Present Together: Fifty Years of Papunya Tula Artists 

 

Built from the private collections of John W. Kluge (1914-2010) and Edward Ruhe (1923-1989), the 

Kluge-Ruhe Aboriginal Art Collection of the University of Virginia is the only museum in the USA 

dedicated to Indigenous Australian art, and the most significant collection of its kind outside 

Australia. Edward Ruhe began collecting Aboriginal art in 1965 while working in Australia as a 

Fulbright Visiting Professor, and on his return to the USA became the first person to exhibit a 

privately owned collection of Aboriginal art in the United States, touring over twenty venues 

between 1966 and 1977. John Kluge, who had himself been collecting Aboriginal art since 1988, 

acquired Ruhe’s collection in 1993, and donated the combined collections to the University of 

Virginia in 1997, leading to the opening of the museum in 1999.  

 

In 2021, the Foundation provided support, with facilitation by the Australian Cultural Fund, towards 

the publication of a catalogue for Kluge-Ruhe’s 50-year survey exhibition of Papunya Tula Artists, 

the Central Desert artists’ cooperative which has played a vital role in the growth of contemporary 

Aboriginal art. The accompanying exhibition is being presented in two parts, the first from June 

2021 to February 2022, and the second from March 2022 to February 2023, with plans for a further 

exhibition to be hosted by the Embassy of Australia in Washington DC in 2023.  

 

 
The publication, and the Kluge-Ruhe Aboriginal Art Collection of the University of Virginia   



 

National Gallery of Australia (Roger Butler) 

Printed images by Australian artists 1942-2020 

 

In 2003, the Foundation awarded a grant to the National Gallery 

of Australia (NGA) towards the publication of The Printed Image 

in Australia, a history of Australian printmaking from the colonial 

era to the present day, to be authored by the NGA’s Senior 

Curator of Australian Prints and Drawings, Roger Butler. In 

2007, two volumes were released – Printed images in Colonial 

Australia 1801-1901 and Printed images by Australian artists 

1885-1955 – and in 2021, the third and final volume of the 

series, Printed: Images by Australian artists 1942 - 2020, was 

published. While Roger has now retired from his role at the NGA, 

this extensive history will remain as a tremendous contribution 

to the story of printmaking in this country. 

 

 

Art Gallery of South Australia 

Dušan and Voitre Marek: Surrealists at Sea 

 

Held at the Art Gallery of South Australia (AGSA) from 19 June 

to 12 September 2021, Dušan and Voitre Marek: Surrealists at 

sea was the first major survey of the art of Czech-Australian 

brothers Dušan and Voitre Marek. The accompanying 

publication, with a strikingly simple cover design featuring an 

embossed title on a plain Chinese linen binding, was edited by 

the exhibition’s curator, Elle Freak (AGSA’s Associate Curator of 

Australian Paintings and Sculpture), and gathered contributions 

from nine other writers. Informed by the artists’ newly translated 

notebooks, poetry and prose, the publication offered fresh 

insights into the brothers’ major contributions to a post-war wave 

of innovation in Australian art.  

 

 

Art Gallery of New South Wales 

The Exhibitionists: A history of Sydney’s Art Gallery of New South Wales 

 

Marking its 150th year in 2021, this new publication from the Art 

Gallery of New South Wales tells the story of the people who 

made the Gallery. Long-time Gallery archivist Steven Miller has 

delved into what he describes as “a rich institutional archive… as 

characterful as the people who created it” to present an insider’s 

view, but also incorporates a variety of outsiders’ accounts, 

revealing the evolution of cultural values that have shaped this 

iconic institution, and the influence and legacies of the nine 

Directors who have headed the Gallery. It is also a story about 

art and artists in Australia, how we have valued art, and how 

artists and movements have been supported or sometimes 

undervalued by our cultural institutions across the decades. 

  



 

Publication awards 

 

We were pleased to learn that a number of publications funded by the Foundation received awards 

in 2021, including:  

• Agatha Gothe-Snape: The Outcome is Certain (Monash University Museum of Art / Perimeter 

Editions, 2020)  

o Best University Art Museum Exhibition Catalogue, Art Association of Australia and New 

Zealand Arts Writing and Publishing Awards (AAANZ AWAPAs); 

o Winner, Major exhibition catalogue, Level A, Museums Australasia Multimedia and 

Publication Design Awards (MAPDAs). 

 

• Unfinished Business: The Art of Gordon Bennett (Queensland Art Gallery | Gallery of Modern 

Art, 2020) - Best Large Exhibition Catalogue, AAANZ AWAPAs. 

 

• For The Fallen: The 1921-1922 Melbourne Public Library Mural Competition within the setting 

of Decorative Painting in Australian Art (National Gallery of Australia / Australian Scholarly 

Publishing, 2021) - Judges’ Special Prize, 2021 Victorian Community History Awards. 

 

 
Left to right: 

Agatha Gothe-Snape: The Outcome is Certain 
Monash University Museum of Art / Perimeter Editions, 2020 
 
Unfinished Business: The Art of Gordon Bennett 
Queensland Art Gallery | Gallery of Modern Art, 2020 
 
For The Fallen: The 1921-1922 Melbourne Public Library Mural Competition  
within the setting of Decorative Painting in Australian Art 
National Gallery of Australia / Australian Scholarly Publishing, 2021 

 
  



 

A further selection of recent publications supported by the Foundation: 

 

 

 

Left to right, top to bottom: 

Belonging: Stories from Far North Queensland 

Indigenous Art Centre Alliance, 2021 

Light and Darkness: Late Modernism and the JW Power Collection 

Power Publications / Chau Chak Wing Museum, 2021  

Paradise Lost: Thomas Griffiths Wainewright 

Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery, 2021  

Frederick McCubbin – Whisperings in wattle boughs 

Geelong Gallery, 2021  

Spowers & Syme 

National Gallery of Australia, 2021 

John Olsen: Goya’s Dog 

National Art School, 2021  

  



 

GRANTS AWARDED DURING 2021 
(IN CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER) 

 
 

1. Flinders University Museum of Art SA 

2. Geelong Gallery VIC 

3. Araluen Arts Centre NT 

4. Monash University Faculty of Art Design & Architecture VIC 

5. Kluge-Ruhe Aboriginal Art Collection, University of Virginia USA 

6. Charles Darwin University Art Gallery NT 

7. Mosman Art Gallery NSW 

8. Canberra Museum and Art Gallery ACT 

9. Manly Art Gallery and Museum NSW 

10. Townsville City Galleries QLD 

11. University of Melbourne VIC 

12. Art Gallery of New South Wales NSW 

13. La Trobe Art Institute VIC 

14. Heide Museum of Modern Art VIC 

15. Australian Design Centre NSW 

16. State Library of Victoria VIC 

17. National Gallery of Australia ACT 

18. Institute of Modern Art QLD 

19. Perc Tucker Regional Gallery QLD 

20. Spinifex Arts Project WA 

21 Lismore Regional Gallery NSW 

22. Central Goldfields Art Gallery VIC 

23. Monash University Museum of Art VIC 

24. Drill Hall Gallery ACT 

25. Warrnambool Art Gallery VIC 

26. Bathurst Regional Art Gallery NSW 

27. Art Gallery of South Australia SA 

28. Museums & Galleries of NSW NSW 

29. Maitland Regional Art Gallery NSW 

30. Orange Regional Gallery NSW 

31. Art Gallery of Ballarat VIC 

32. TarraWarra Museum of Art VIC 

33. Power Publications NSW 

 


